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W TI. INTRODUCTION

The following report summarizes the results of precipitation fore-

casting by the 2° lat-lon 8L Hemispheric model and the 2.5° lat-lon

8L Global model.

The 2° 8L Hemispheric model forecasts from 00o initial data of

each Friday from December 5, 1975, through March 5, 1976, have been

run through an 84-hour forecast cycle. The first run was limited to

48 hours and of the remaining ten runs only half reached 84 hours.

The results of these eleven cases are presented here.

The 2.5° 8L Global model 24-hr forecasts from final 129 data have

been run regularly since December 16, 1975. All available cases, a

total of 90 from December 16, 1975, to May 25, 1976, are summarized here.

The verification area over land includes the United States plus

Canada to 50°N except for part of an area in southern Quebec. The 8L

model forecasts precipitation within a 2° or 2.5° lat-lon box. A large

number of stations in the 60-station network employed by Basic Weather

Branch of NMC in their verification program are located near or on the

edges of these forecast boxes. The use of this network for verification

does not adequately assess the precipitation forecast by the 8L model.

In addition, not only is the 60-station network too coarse to adequately

represent the actual precipitation occurring it can also negate a

reasonable forecast pattern by being overly dependent on a measurable

amount at a particular station.
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FIGURE VIII(a)
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